


 

 
The Center for Interfaith Cooperation 

Proudly Welcomes You to our Third Annual 

 

Interfaith Banquet 
 

Honoring Sister Norma Rocklage 
as 

Interfaith Ambassador of the Year 
 
 

Featuring Music by: 
 The Marian University Sacred Choir 

Members of the Marian University Marching Band 
JT Sifuentes  

 
Columbia Club - Indianapolis, Indiana 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision 
A community that pursues peace  

through interfaith understanding and cooperation. 
 

Our Mission 
To strengthen community in central Indiana and beyond by: 

 

 Supporting existing connections between and among 
faith communities; 

 Fostering additional interfaith opportunities through social, 
cultural, and educational interactions; and 

 Connecting faith communities through volunteer service and 
civic engagement. 



 
 

Thank You!  
 

to our Sponsors, Contributors,  
and Volunteers 

 

LEGACY SPONSOR: 
Marian University 

 
ASSOCIATE SPONSOR: 

Second Presbyterian Church 
 

TABLE SPONSORS: 
 

Catholic Archdiocese - Indiana Catholic Conference 
Center for Faith & Vocation at Butler University 

Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis 
Hindu Temple of Central Indiana 

Indiana Undocumented Youth Alliance 
Indianapolis Jain Center 

  Jewish Community of Greater Indianapolis 
KP Singh & Family 

Latino Youth Collective 
Lilly Endowment 

Lynn & William Jackson 
Marian University College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Muslim Alliance of Indiana 
People of Peace Franciscan Secular Order 

St. Luke’s UMC Spiritual Life Center 
Shaheryar & Waseema Ansari and Don & Jen Knebel 

Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis 
SikhsPAC & Gurinder “Khalsa” Singh 

University of Indianapolis 
Wiles Family 

 
Special thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers and members of the  

Banquet Planning Committee:  
Pierre Atlas, Betty Klein, Glenn Tebbe & Charlie Wiles 

 

 



 
 

Program 
 

Welcome 
Charlie Wiles, CIC Executive Director 

Introduction of Master of Ceremonies Dr. Pierre Atlas 
 

Special Guest 
Honorable Mayor Joseph Hogsett 

 

Invocation 
Sister Jean Marie Cleveland 

 

Dinner 
 

VIDEO: Sister  Norm a 
 

Music 
Marian University Sacred Choir - Lauren Lawson Conducting 

“Above All Else” -  Joel Rainey 
“Make Me an Instrument of Peace” -  music by Justin Wedgewood 

 

Remarks 
President Daniel Elsener, Marian University 

 

Award Ceremony 
Waseema Ali, CIC Vice Chair 

KP Singh, 2016 Interfaith Ambassador 
 

Music 
JT Sifuentes 

“Forever Young” -  Bob Dylan 
 

Remarks 
Glenn Tebbe, Indiana Catholic Conference 

Maggie Stephens, Marian University Student 
Katherine Souchet Downey, Office of Congressman André Carson (IN-7) 

Board Member, Latino/a Youth Collective 
 

Music & Dancing 
Marian University Marching Band—Brent Hornaday Conducting 

 



 



Legacy Sponsor 



Associate Sponsor 

Congratulations 
Sister Norma! 

  
Thank you for your leadership  

and dedication in making Indianapolis  a 
more compassionate 

and welcoming community! 











 





Greeting CIC Supporters and Friends, 
 
We welcome you to tonight’s Interfaith Banquet.  Thank you for 
joining us on this special occasion. 
 
I am very honored to serve as the 2017 Chair of the Board of Direc-
tors for the Center for Interfaith Cooperation (CIC).  Indiana is 
blessed to have a diverse population of individuals from around the 
world who call the Hoosier state their home.  Many wonderful bene-
fits come with this ethnic diversity, including new faith tradi-
tions.  CIC embraces this religious diversity and believes it adds a 
beauty and richness to our community.   
 
CIC has an exciting year ahead as we focus on our core areas of cele-
brating our diverse faith communities. We will continue to offer 
educational activities and opportunities for dialogue, as well as 
providing for areas of service as we strive to broaden our under-
standing about each other, uplift and unify our community, and 
provide support to our neighbors in need.    
 
I regret due to my work schedule, I am out of the country for this 
distinct occasion to honor Sister Norma Rocklage as CIC’s 2017 In-
terfaith Ambassador of the Year.  Sister Norma exemplifies so many 
wonderful qualities of faith and humanity including love, peace, 
patience, graciousness, kindness, humbleness, goodness, as well as 
a generous spirit.  On behalf of CIC, Sister Norma we are grateful 
and proud of your dedicated service to our community as we honor 
and celebrate your lifetime of work. 
 
Well-deserved Sister Norma! 
 
Warm regards, 
Jane Gehlhausen 
2017 Chair 
CIC Board of Directors 



Congratulations Sister Norma from the 
Compassionate Indy steering committee. 

 
compassionateindy.org 

Most high, glorious God, 
Enlighten the darkness 
of my heart; Give me, 
Lord, a correct faith, a 
certain hope, a perfect 
charity, sense and 
knowledge, so that I may 
carry out your holy and 
true commands.” 
 
-Francis of Assisi 

Dear Sr. Norma, 
 
Congratulations on   being named 
the 2017 Interfaith Ambassador 
of the Year! 
 
The People of Peace Secular 
Franciscan Order expresses  our 
gratitude  for your leadership as 
our Spiritual Assistant which has 
sustained us, and the wider com-
munity, over these many years. 



A letter from Luz Flores, former Marian student and Indiana Undocu-
mented Youth Alliance Board Member. 
 
What do you say about someone who gives so much and asks for nothing in return? 
God has granted me the privilege to know Sister Norma and allowed me to walk be-
side her.   
 
One night she explained an inside joke of her “bag full of millions” that she carried to 
events. It was a joke that was shared with others because though she did carry a bag, 
there was nothing in it but bare essentials. Every time I think of this, there is an im-
mediate smile on my face, her joy and simplicity radiate an internal light within me.  
 
Then there’s the endless nights and days that she dedicates in support of Marian stu-
dents. During my time at Marian, you could find Sister Norma front row of any 
sport—soccer, basketball, volleyball, baseball—whatever it was. She would attend all 
the orientation days, any retreat she could, and if she couldn’t physically be there for 
any event, she would pray for the students. Her consistent nature and unwavering 
support of student life truly make her the heart of the university I’m glad she could be 
a huge part of my experience there.  
 
There is no one I’ve met, other than maybe my mom, that fully dedicates themselves 
to others as much as Sister Norma does. Her guidance and presence in my life has 
impacted me to be a better human. And though she has lots wisdom to share, it’s 
through her actions and daily interactions that have moved my heart and soul to con-
tinually reflect the love of God. Sister Norma may not know how many lives she’s in-
fluenced or how many seeds she’s planted along the way through her love, but through 
this award, I hope she can feel how dynamically impactful her life and dedication to 
the community has been.  
 

“No single act of love for God will be lost, no generous effort is meaningless, 
no painful endurance is wasted. All of these encircle our world like a vital 
force. Sometimes it seems that our work is fruitless, but mission is not like a 
business transaction or investment, or even a humanitarian activity. It is 
not a show where we count how many people come as a result of our public-
ity; it is something much deeper, which escapes all measurement. It may be 
that the Lord uses our sacrifices to shower blessings in another part of the 
world which we will never visit. The Holy Spirit works as he wills, when he 
wills and where he wills; we entrust ourselves without pretending to see 
striking results. We know only that our commitment is necessary. Let us 
learn to rest in the tenderness of the arms of the Father amid our creative 
and generous commitment. Let us keep marching forward; let us give him 
everything, allowing him to make our efforts bear fruit in his good time.”  
 
–Pope Francis 
Joy of the Gospel (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium Of the Holy 
Father Francis To The Bishops, Clergy, Consecrated Persons And The Lay 
Faithful On The Proclamation Of The Gospel In Today’s World).  

 

The CIC is a proud recipient of the  
2016 IUYA Chickadee Bird Award as an 
Honorary Community Organization. 



Dear Sister Norma 

Congratulations on being named  

2017 Interfaith Ambassador of  the Year! 

Congratulations Sister Norma! 
 

You are a blessing for the Church and the world. 
 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 
Indiana Catholic Conference 







Dear Sr. Norma 

The Butler University Center for Faith and Vocation is grateful for the work 
that you do to help uplift those in your community through your initiatives 
and commitments to social justice and equality. We are also inspired by your 
faith-filled fearlessness and open-heartedness and sense of humor grounded 
in realism-when you shared the story about being run over by a car, I don’t 
recall any negative statement. I paraphrase. “I’m alive and get this garbage 
can off of me!” May we all similarly exemplify calm in the midst of turmoil, 
no matter how personal or global. 

Sr. Norma, You have been a mentor, teacher, spiritual advisor and great 
friend to so many. We love you - Jerry Jones 

Dear Sister Norma, 
you are a star and I 
am blessed to know 
you. Congratulations 
on your honor today! 
 
Peace, Bill 
 
 
 
Sister Norma with  
Cardinal Joseph Tobin 
 
Photo by Bill Foley 
www.billfoley.com 
914-645-4367 



Congratulations  
Sister Norma!  

 
May your light shine before all  
so that they may see the good 
that you do and give glory to 

God. 
 

The Office of Intercultural 
Ministry of the 

Archdiocese of Indianapolis 





Turkish cooking class, January 21, 2017, St. Luke's UMC 

THE INTERFAITH RELATIONSHIP COMMITTEE OF  
ST. LUKE’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

The members of the Interfaith Relationships Committee honor the 
ground breaking work of Sister Norma.  She was blazing the trail,  

creating relationships and respecting people of other faith traditions 
before we even decided to form a group.  If we can claim to be leaders 

today, it is because of Sister Norma. 

To our beloved friend  

Sister Norma Rocklage 

Congratulations on being named  

2017 Interfaith Ambassador of 

the Year! 
 

Bishop Cate Waynick and  the 
Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis 





We at the Hindu Temple and Jain Center would like to congratulate 
Sister Norma on her years of service and dedication to the   

Indianapolis community. 
Your work on behalf of those who are less fortunate has been an  

inspiration to us all.  We wish you peace and love always!   
Anita Joshi, Vimal & Kusum Patel and Aarti & Shreyas Shah 

Congratulations 
 Sister Norma 

Interfaith Ambassador of the Year 
 

Judge Charles A. Wiles 
Sachiko Utsumi Wiles 

Charlie Wiles 
In loving memory of Masahiro Utsumi (1931-2014) and 

Jeanne Parker Wiles (1936-2014)  Marian Grad ‘57 



Sr. Norma was one of the dedicated prayer warriors who prayed my family 
through my daughter’s cancer treatment, even as her own sister was battling 
cancer.  Every time she sees my Anna, she mentions how hard she (and the 
rest of the Marian community) prayed.  I’m so blessed to be the mom of a 
healthy 14-year-old survivor now, and was lifted up by the prayers of Sr. 
Norma and all our Marian family! 
 

Cathy Siler ’86 , Director of Alumni and Parent Engagement 
 
When I think of Sr. Norma, the first thing that I think of is her heart-
warming smile. She has an eternal supply of wisdom to share, but she never 
tries to teach anyone anything until she assures that they feel personally 
loved. 
 

Luke Messmer, Student  
 
When I think of Sister Norma, I think of a youthful spirit. She is the best 
part of sporting events, and she finds loving solutions to the complexities of 
the world. Sister Norma is a blessing in my life, not just through her soft-
spoken kindness, but also through her example of prayer and her joy in 
simply living. 

 
Katherine Timmermann, Student  

 
When I think of Sr. Norma, I think of a fighting little woman, who will stand 
with the right and just even when all of society is against her. She believes 
and has faith that God is on her side, so who can stand against her? 

 
Catherine Bell. Student  

 
When I think of Sr. Norma I think of a gentle generous warrior. She is the 
main reason I came to Marian because she fought for me to come to this 
school and she was so generous with my family. God works through her with 
so much peace, she is a blessing.  

 
Jonathan Tinajero, Student  
 

When I think of Sister Norma, I think of authentic missionary discipleship. 
You can either find her sitting at the feet of the Teacher in peaceful prayer, 
or fighting tirelessly for those in need. 

 
Kristin Hauer, Student  

 
When I think of Sr. Norma, I think of Intelligence. She is a brilliant woman 
who could be off with the best of scholars, yet chooses to spend her time ed-
ucating students about our Lord and Savior. She is intelligent and compas-
sionate.  

 
Clare Impicciche. Student  

Testimonials about Sister Norma 
 from Students and Staff at 

Marian University. 



 

Dear Sister Norma, 
 

Congratulations  
on becoming  

the 2017 
Interfaith Ambassador  

of the Year! 
 

From your friends at the 

Muslim Alliance  
of Indiana 





Sister Norma speaking at 
the  Indiana Statehood Day 
celebration. 
 
December 11, 2016 

Photo by Bill Foley 



Officers: 
Jane Gehlhausen, Board Chair Member at Large 
Waseema Ali, Vice Chair Desmond Tutu Center 
Lindsey Mintz, Immediate Preceding Chair Jewish Community Relations Council 
Reverend LeWana Britt, Treasurer  Mount Zion Baptist Church 
Canon Bruce Gray, Secretary Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis 
 
 
Muzaffar Ahmed Ahmadiyya Muslim Community  
Dr. Pierre Atlas Marian University 
Gadi Boukai Etz Chaim Synagogue 
Betty Brandt St. Luke’s Methodist Church 
Reverend Freezell Brown Brebeuf High School 
Reverend L. Lang Brownlee University of Indianapolis 
Maria Pimentel Gannon Member at Large 
Bruce Garrison The Dwelling Place 
Rabbi Shelley Goldman Congregation Beth El-Zedeck   
Reverend Douglas Hairston Mount Zion Baptist/Front Porch Alliance 
Pastor Hector Hernandez Nueva Creation 
Ruth Ellen Homer Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Dr. Anita Joshi Hindu Community 
Faryal Khatri Islamic Society of North America 
Dr. Khadija Khaja IU School of Social Work 
Betty Klein Soka Gakkai Buddhist Community 
Rabbi Brett Krichever Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 
Dr. Robert Laghaie Baha’i Community 
Wafaa Mamilli Muslim Community 
Daniel Meyers Center for Faith and Vocation at Butler 
Dr. Vimal Patel Hindu Temple of Central Indiana 
Sister Norma Rocklage Marian University 
Imam Michael “Mikal” Saahir Nur-Allah Islamic Center/Indpls. Fire Dept. 
John Samples Christian Holy Land Foundation 
Aarti Shah Jain Center 
Judge David Shaheed Superior Court Judge City of Indianapolis 
Reverend Brian Shivers Second Presbyterian Church 
Sister Stella Sabina Shifitng Ideas Educating African Women 
Dr.  David Sumner St. George’s Orthodox Christian Church 
Glenn Tebbe Indiana Catholic Conference 
Ala’a Wafa Muslim Community/Cummins Inc. 
Maninder Walia Sikh Satsang of Indianapolis 
Rabbi Lew Weiss IU Health 
Reverend Anastassia Zinke All Souls Unitarian Church 

Center for Interfaith Cooperation  
2017 Board of Directors 



How can you get involved?  Volunteer! 
 

Discover the rich diversity of faiths and  
cultures in Central Indiana! 

 

Engage your congregation and share the joy  
of your faith community in Indiana! 

 

To learn more visit CIC’s webpage 

www.CenterForInterfaithCooperation.org 




